How to build an insulated dog house 
Written by Pamela Spink 


Materials: 

Two sheets 1/2" 4'x8' plywood OR one sheet 1/2" 4'x8' 
plywood and one sheet 1/4" 4'x8' plywood 

One 4'x8' sheet of 1" OR 1 1/2" foam insulation board 
One 10' 2"x4" board 

Four 8' 2"x2" boards 

One 8' 2"x6" board 

Box of 1 1/2" wood screws 

Box of 2 1/2" wood screws 

Paint (optional) 


Tools needed: Circular saw and jigsaw or skilsaw, power drill, sander (optional), measuring tape, pencil. 
If you do not have a saw, or cannot borrow one, some hardware stores will cut the wood for you. If that is the 
case, print out the blueprints and bring the measurements to the store when you buy your wood. 


The house blueprints are located at the end of this article and contain all the required measurments. 


Cut the plywood sheets for the exterior and interior panels. 
Both floor panels will need four 1 1/2" x 3 1/2" sections cut out 
of the corners. This allows the house to have sturdy legs made 
from the internal framing that extend below the bottom of the 
house. The legs keep the house off the ground so the house 
stays dry in wet climates or seasons. 

Cut the 2"x4" into four 30" leg sections. You can make the legs 
longer if you have a tall dog or live in an area that gets deep 
snow, but will have to buy an additional board. 


The front of the house will need to have a 12"x11" hole cut for the door. Place the door to one side, five inches 
from the side edge and top edge. This gives the dog a place out of the wind and prevents the bedding from 
falling out. 

Place the interior panel's door three and a half inches from the side and three inches from the top. 

(The placement for the door is on the blueprints, but can be modified both in location and size for your 
particular dog. If you modify the door's location or size you will also need to modify the front interior and 
insulation panels, as well as the interior door frame.) 


If you plan on sanding any rough edges, do it before the house is assembled. 


Cut the 2"x2" pieces. They create a frame for the insulation to 
rest in and the interior panels to attach to. The measurements 
for all the boards are at the end of this article. 

Cut the insulation panels. This can be done with a saw or very 
sharp razor knife. Placement of the pieces on the insulation 
sheet are in the blueprints. 


Two insulation thicknesses may be used. 1” thick insulation is adequate for climates where it does not get 
below zero degrees farenheight very often. If you live in a climate that sees more extreme temperatures, or 
where wind is a common factor, using 1 1/2” thick insulation would be a better choice. 


Start by attaching the the 2”x 4” legs to the front and back 
panels with the 1 1/2” screws. The legs should be flush with the 
outside edges of the panels and placedtwo inches below the 
top edge. Use at least four screws on each leg. 

Attach the side panels to the legs. The panels may be easy to 
put on wrong due to their dimensions, so be sure the side 
panels are aligned correctly before screwing them on. 

Flip the house over and screw the floor 2”x2" frame pieces on. 
If you do not have a helper, you can use clamps to hold the 
interior frame pieces on while you attach them. 


Attach the exterior floor of the house. It will rest on the framing you just installed. 


Assemble the roof by screwing the internal framing on from the opposite (top) side. This will hold the roof 
insulation and assure the roof stays on the house. Test fit the roof to be sure it lays flush. If the top of the roof 
has any rough spots, these should be sanded to ensure the dog does not get hurt from standing on the roof. 


Assemble the exterior door frame with the 2 1/2” screws. A narrower 
board may be used, but the wider board helps to keep weather out, 
bedding in, and if your dog is a chewer, a longer time to destroy the 
door frame before it needs to be repaired. 

Attach the door frame to the house from the inside with 1 1/2” screws. 
Waiting to attach the door later will be difficult since the insulation and 
internal panels will call for extremly long screws. Use a good number of 
screws since the door will see a lot of use. 


Place the floor insulation panel in the bottom of the house and attach the interior floor panel to the framing. 
The measurments for the rest of the internal framing, insulation, and interior panels depend on the floor being 
fully installed first, so be sure to do this in order. 

Assemble the interior door frame with 2 1/2” screws. The frame will rest against the leg closest to the door. 
Make sure all the doors and frames line up before securing them. 


Attach the four internal frame posts into the side panels of the 
house from the outside, just like the legs. They should rest 
against the legs in the narrow side of the house. 

The 2”x4” legs will provide the other posts for the front and 
back interior to attach to. Place the insulation panels in their 
respective spots and screw the internal panels on over them. If 
you are using 1 1/2" insulation, you will need to hold everything 
firmly in place as you attach the screws. 1" insulation will have 
a bit of wiggle room and can slide in and out of the interior 
panels. 


Place the front insulation panel in the house and use scrap to fill in the spots above and below the door. 

Attach the front internal wall. Use several screws around the door so nothing is loose. The dog's foot may catch 
on a gap or can be more easily chewed if there is space around the door frame. 

Insulate the roof and attach the final interior panel. 


Your insulated dog house is now complete! If you live in a moist climate, or simply wish for your dog house to 
last longer, give it a good coat of exterior paint. Let it dry fully before allowing a dog to use it. 


Several types of bedding can be used such as straw, wood chips, or blankets. | reccomend straw. It is readily 
available, inexpensive, does not harm the dog if eaten, and can be used as mulch when soiled. 


This article is available free of charge and may be distributed without permission from the author. 


Dog house blueprints 


Exterior plywood 


Interior plywood 


Insulation board 


Front 4214/2" 


Board measurments 


2”x4” legs: 
Four 30” 


2”x2” Interior framing: 

Sides: Four 20” 

Roof: Two 33 1/2” and two 19” 
Floor: Two 27” and two 19” 


2”x2” Interior door frame 
Two 20” and two 11” 


2”x6” Exterior door frame: 
Two 14 1/2” and two 11” 


